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bathing on the brink of a tank.77    When that modest
woman perceived the reflection of the figure of a man in
the water, she scattered her hair in such a manner that it
covered her whole stature.   When his lordship returned
to the oratory, he felt an inclination [to know the woman].
He  therefore sent two men of his confidants to make
inquiries -about   the   lady,  and   they brought  him  the
information   that   she   was   the   spouse of  Aoria',  who
happened at that time to be engaged in the retinue of
Thoab  [Joab], the son of Baud's sister, in besieging a
fortress in the direction of Balqar.    The Lord Baud thereon
sent a message to Thoab to despatch Aoria' with the ark
of tranquillity to the gate of   the fort,, to combat the
enemies of the religion, and to conquer the citadel.    At
that time it was customary that everyone who occupied
the foremost rank in a battle with the ark of tranquillity
either carried the day or was slain.    When Thoab com-
municated the contents of this injunction to Aoria' he was
one of the champions, and hastened to attack the garrison
of the fort, which he succeeded in conquering.   Thoab
despatched the news of the victory to Baud, who again
sent word to detach Aoria' for beleaguering another place.
Tho&b  complied.     Aoria'  took the fort again, but was
killed on the next occasion.78

According to some traditions Aoria' had lost his life in
the first battle, but other verifiers and commentators assert
that Tho&b's sending Aoria5 into war and bloodshed is an
imputation attributed to B&ud by inventors [of falsehoods],
because prophets are not liable to such follies and attempts
[upon the lives of innocent men]. The sin of D&ud con-
sisted, however, in harbouring in his mind the intention
of marrying the wife of Aoria5, in case he should fall in
battle. According to another opinion his lordship's sin
was that he had asked Aoria' to divorce his spouse, which
he, however, refused to do; but afterwards went of his
own accord to attack the obstinate and rebellious, whereby
he lost his life in battle. After this event his lordship
77 2 Samuel, ck xi. 2.                            78 Ibid., 17.